THE BEAST FROM THE ABYSS

his immortal element, or his soul, or his personality, or wl
will.

I see a flood of hopelessness rising, of despair at the impote
good will, the antithesis of the unbounded optimism of t
Liberalism. No, reason has certainly not conquered. But is
reason for reasonable people now to turn Nihilist? Nihilis
thing that we shall never overcome. Perhaps it is simply ti
form of evil in general. We shall be compelled, at all eve
drop the "organizer of the whole world". His shape is Lev
and his form of rule Nihilism.

The World Rule of Nihilism
Hitler spoke in the past of his "Copernican" achievem*
had given the universe a new centre. What is this me
centre, and what else is it that moves, though men imagine
was at rest? What is this Copernican achievement? Power
of freedom, race instead of equality?
Only the narrow or the deliberately blind will deny that
something grandiose in Hitler's plans and conceptions.  I
not this element that liberates the outlook from narrow E
conceptions, how would it have been possible for so n
telligent people to succumb to his influence? In spite of t
qualities, there is in a sense an almost refreshing disrega
preconceived ideas in Hitler's  enterprises.   His freedc
inhibitions and from any recognition of accepted ideas a
ments has placed this man in the position of being able
more unprejudiced view of the critical things in our lives
rest of us, especially we so-called educated people.   T
measure of truth in the claim that he has a gift of seeing th
pseudo-great   and   reducing  them   to   their   true   prc
Similarly he recognized the true outlines of the new real
the rest of us were ready to do so.
If the gift of seeing through things and reducing
plicated to its simple essence is the mark of a certain grea
greatness cannot be denied to Hitler. Nor can another <
denied him, a quality which is also considered to be \